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SUBJ: CUBANS ACKNOWLEDGE SYMPATHY WITH PALESTINIAN REJECTION 
PRONT 

1 . IN COURSE OF TOUR D'HORIZON WITH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS 
(MINREX) DIRECTOR APRICAN AND MIDDLE EAST APPAIRS ALBERTO VELAZCO, 
OCTOBER 7, LATTER SAID THAT CUBANS RECOGNIZE PLO, UNDERSTOOD MOST 
BORADLY AS INCLUDING GEORGE HABBASH'S (REJECTIONIST" PACTION, AS 
EXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVE OP PALESTINIANS. VELAZCO SAID THAT CUBANS 
HAVE CONTACTS WITH HABBASH, AS WELL AS WITH MAINSTREAM PALESTINIAN 
GROUPS. VELAZCO DECLINED TO SPECULATE ON CUBAN ATTITUDE TOWARD 
PLO SHOULD HABBASH GROUP DEPINITIVELY CONDEMN PLO IN CONNECTION 
WITH PALESTINIAN MOVES TOWARD GENEVA. 

2. VELAZCO SAID THAT CUBANS SUPPORT EXPEDITIOUS CONVENING OP 
GENEVA CONFERENCE AND ARE AWARE OP UNREALISTIC CHARACTER OP 
ASPIRATIONS OP SOME PALESTINIANS WHO, INSTEAD OF SEEKING TO 
ESTABLISH WEST BANK MINI-STATE, WISH TO EXTRIPATE ISRAEL. ON 
OTHER HAND, CUBANS PIND EXTREMIST ATTITUDES UNDERSTANDABLE AND 
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ARE SYMPATHETIC TO PALESTINIAN DIFPICULTIES IN DECIDING ON HOW 
DIVERSE PALESTINIAN VIEWS WILL BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT, AND HOW 
PLO WILL BE REPRESENTED, IP AT ALL, AT GENEVA. 

3. COMMENT: CUBANS ARE CLEARLY WALKING TIGHTROPE BETWEEN DESIRE 
TO SUPPORT SOVIET ANDMODERATE ARAB-ENDORSED GENEVA CONPERENCE 
AND URGE TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH LIBYAN AND IRAQI 
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BACKERS OF "REJECTION ERONT". IRAQIS HERE HAVE INDICATED THAT 
CUBA RECENTLY HAS SOUGHT LOAN EROM BAGHDAD. IN ADDITION TO CASH, 
IRAQI AND LIBYAN OIL PROVIDES POSSIBLE FUTURE SAFETY VALVE FOR 
CUBA-NOW ALMOST ONE HUNDRED PERCENT DEPENDENT ON USSR FOR 
PETROLEUM. 

LANE 
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